ADAM CLARKE'S BIBLE COMMENTARY 2 CHRONICLES

2CHRONICLES 22: 1 The inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king in his place;
for the band of men who came with the Arabians to the camp had slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the
son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned.

Ahaziah beans to reign; and reigns wickedly under the counsels of his bad mother, 2Chr 22:1-4. He is
slain by Jehu, who destroys all the house of Ahab, 2Chr 22:5-9. Athaliah destroys all the seed royal of
Judah, except Joash, who is hidden by his nurse in the temple six years, 2Chr 22:10-12.

Verse 1

Made Ahaziah his youngest son king - All the others had been slain by the Arabians, etc.; see the
preceding chapter, 2Chr 21:17 (note).

2CHRONICLES 22: 2 Forty-two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one
year in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri.

Verse 2

Forty and two years old was Ahaziah - See the note on 2Kgs 8:26. Ahaziah might have been twenty-
two years old, according to 2Kgs 8:26 (note), but he could not have been forty-two, as stated here,
without being two years older than his own father! See the note there. The Syriac and Arabic have
twenty-two, and the Septuagint, in some copies, twenty. And it is very probable that the Hebrew
text read so originally; for when numbers were expressed by single letters, it was easy to mistake n
mem, Forty, for > caph, Twenty. And if this book was written by a scribe who used the ancient
Hebrew letters, now called the Samaritan, the mistake was still more easy and probable, as the
difference between caph and mem is very small, and can in many instances be discerned only by an
accustomed eye.

The reading in 2Kgs 8:26 is right, and any attempt to reconcile this in Chronicles with that is equally
futile and absurd. Both readings cannot be true; is that therefore likely to be genuine that makes the
son two years older than the father who begat him? Apage hae nugae!

2CHRONICLES 22: 3 He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab; for his mother was his
counsellor to do wickedly.

Verse 3

His mother was his counsellor - Athaliah, the wicked daughter of a wicked parent, and the wicked
spouse of an unprincipled king.

2CHRONICLES 22: 4 He did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as did the house of Ahab; for
they were his counsellors after the death of his father, to his destruction.
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2CHRONICLES 22: 5 He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king
of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth Gilead: and the Syrians wounded Joram.

Verse 5

Went with Jehoram - See on 2Kgs 8:28 (note).

2CHRONICLES 22: 6 He returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which they had given him at
Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went
down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

2CHRONICLES 22: 7 Now the destruction of Ahaziah was of God, in that he went to Joram: for when
he had come, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had
anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.

2CHRONICLES 22: 8 When Jehu was executing judgement on the house of Ahab, he found the
princes of Judah, and the sons of the brothers of Ahaziah, serving Ahaziah, and killed them.

2CHRONICLES 22: 9 He sought Ahaziah, and they caught him (now he was hiding in Samaria), and
they brought him to Jehu, and killed him; and they buried him, for they said, “He is the son of
Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart.” The house of Ahaziah had no power to hold
the kingdom.

Verse 9

He sought Ahaziah - See a different account 2Kgs 9:27 (note), and the note there, where the
accounts are reconciled.

2CHRONICLES 22: 10 Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal seed of the house of Judah.

Verse 10

All the seed royal of the house of Judah - Nothing but the miraculous intervention of the Divine
providence could have saved the line of David at this time, and preserved the prophecy relative to
the Messiah. The whole truth of that prophecy, and the salvation of the world, appeared to be now
suspended on the brittle thread of the life of an infant of a year old, (see 2Chr 24:1), to destroy
whom was the interest of the reigning power! But God can save by few as well as by many. He had
purposed, and vain were the counter-exertions of earth and hell.

2CHRONICLES 22: 11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and
stole him away from among the king’s sons who were slain, and put him and his nurse in the
bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she
was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, so that she didn’t kill him.
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2CHRONICLES 22: 12 He was with them hidden in God’s house six years: and Athaliah reigned over
the land.

Verse 12

Hid in the house of God - "In the house of the sanctuary of God." - Targum. Or, as he says on 2Chr
22:11, XR'wTip wTIpa bekudash kudeshaiya "in the holy of holies." To this place Athaliah had no
access, therefore Joash lay concealed, he and his affectionate aunt-nurse. - See on 2Kgs 11:1 (note).



