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CHAPTER 10

INTRODUCTION TO ESTHER 10

This chapter is very short, and just makes mention of a tribute Ahasuerus
laid on his realm, (<170901>Esther 10:1), refers to the Persian chronicles, both
for the greatness of him, and of Mordecai, and is closed with the character
of the latter, (<170902>Esther 10:2,3).

Ver. 1. And the King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the land, and upon the
isles of the sea.] Which include all his dominions, both on the continent,
and on the sea, the Aegean sea; though Aben Ezra thinks it regards such as
were not under his government, but stood in fear of him, of whom he
demanded tribute. If Ahasuerus was Xerxes, perhaps his exchequer might
be drained by his wars with the Grecians, which put him upon this; though
some understand this of his renewing the taxes and tribute, which he
remitted upon his marriage with Esther, (<170218>Esther 2:18).

Ver. 2. And all the acts of his power, and of his might, etc.] As Xerxes
was a very mighty and powerful prince:

and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king
advanced him; the history of that, and which tended not a little to the
greatness, dignity and prosperity of the king himself, and his whole
kingdom:

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media
and Persia? to which the reader is referred by the writer of this book, the
which were in being in his times, but now lost: had they been preserved,
they might have been of great use to lead into the history of the Medes and
Persians, which for want of them is very dark and intricate; the writer of
this book having nothing further to do with it, than as it related to the
affairs of the Jews.

Ver. 3. For Mordecai the Jew was next unto Ahasuerus, etc.] The second
man in the kingdom, the principal of the counsellors, and prime minister of
state:
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and great among the Jews; highly respected by them, in great honour and
esteem with them, for which there was great reason:

and accepted of the multitude of his brethren; or of many, of most, of the
greatest part of them; for, let a man be ever so deserving, there are some
that will envy his greatness, cavil at everything done by him, and speak evil
of him without any just reason:

seeking the wealth of his people; their good, their welfare and happiness,
temporal and spiritual:

and speaking peace to all his seed; not only to his family, but to all the
Jews who were of the same seed with him, the seed of Abraham; either
speaking to them in an humble and condescending manner, being very
humane, affable, and courteous; or speaking for them to the king, asking of
him for them what might conduce to their peace, prosperity, and happiness.
No mention is made in this history of the death and burial either of
Mordecai or Esther; but the author of Cippi Hebraici says f187, that
Mordecai was buried in the city of Shushan, and that all the Jews in those
parts assemble at his grave on the day of Purim, and sing songs, playing on
tabrets and pipes, rejoicing that there was a miracle wrought; and the same
writer says f188, they do the like at that time at the grave of Esther, half a
mile from Tzephat, read this book that bears her name, eat, drink, and
rejoice. Benjamin of Tudela says f189, they were both buried before a
synagogue, at a place called Hamdan.
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FOOTNOTES
Ft1 --  Stromat. l. 1. p. 329.

Ft2 --  T. Bava Bathra, fol. 15. 1.

Ft3 --  August. de Civ. Dei, l. 18. c. 36. Isidor. Origin. l. 6. c. 2.

Ft4 --  Tract. Theolog. Politic. c. 10. p. 189, etc.

Ft5 --  Moreh Nevochim, par. 2. c. 45.

Ft6 --  Hilchot Megillah, c. 2. sect. 18.

Ft7 --  Misn. Megillah, c. 2. sect. 1. T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 18. 1.

Ft8 --  Mensal. Colloqu. c. 31. p. 358.

Ft9 --  The Saints Everlasting Rest, part 4. c. 3. sect. 1.

Ft10 --  Apud Euseb. Eccl. Hist. l. 6. c. 25.

Ft11 --  Apud ib. l. 4. c. 26.

Ft12 --  Ad Domnion. & Rogat. tom. 3. fol. 7. F.

Ft13 --  Targum & Jarchi in loc. Seder Olam Rabba, c. 29. Zuta, p. 108.

Ft14 --  Pharus Vet. Test. l. 11. c. 12. p. 305.

Ft15 --  Annal. Vet. Test. p. 160. so Broughton, Works, p. 38, 259, 581.

Ft16 --  Midrash Esther, fol. 86. 2.

Ft17 --  Connection, etc. par. 1. B. 4. p. 252, etc.

Ft18 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 1. and so Suidas in voce esyhr.

Ft19 --  Chronolog. Sacr. p. 294.

Ft20 --  Hypotypos. Hist. Sacr. p. 110.

Ft21 --  Schichart. de Festo Purim. Rainold. Praelect. 144. p. 231. Alsted.
Chronolog. p. 126, 181.

Ft22 --  In Abulpharag. Hist. Dynast. p. 87.
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Ft23 --  Ut supra. (Broughton, Works, p. 38, 259, 581.)

Ft24 --  Vid. Hiller. Arcan. Keri & Ketib, p. 87. & Onomastic. Sacr. p. 639.

Ft25 --  Herodot. Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 97.

Ft26 --  lb. Melpomene, sive, l. 4. c. 44.

Ft27 --  lb. Polymnia, sive, l. 7. c. 9.

Ft28 --  lb. c. 65, 69, 70.

Ft29 --  Herodot. ib. (Thalia, sive, l. 3.) c. 7.

Ft30 --  lb. (Herodot.) Calliope, sive, l. 9. c. 109.

Ft31 --  Ib. l. 7. c. 8.

Ft32 --  lb. Clio, sive, l. 1. c. 133.

Ft33 --  Pausan. Laconica, sive, l. 3. p. 165.

Ft34 --  Travels, p. 348. apud Patrick in loc.

Ft35 --  In Martin. Sinic. Hist. l. 3. p. 78.

Ft36 --  Prideaux’s Connect. par. 1. p. 197.

Ft37 --  Midrash Esther, fol. 94. 1.

Ft38 --  Apud Joseph. contr. Apion. l. 1. c. 22.

Ft39 --  Ctesias & Dinon in Athenaei Deipnosoph. l. 4.

Ft40 --  Attica, sive, l. 1. p. 48.

Ft41 --  Plin. Nat. Hist. l. 33. c. 11. Sueton. Vit. Caesar. c. 49.

Ft42 --  Universal History, vol. 5. p. 87.

Ft43 --  Apud Plin. l. 37. c. 5.

Ft44 --  Hierozoic. par. 2. l. 5. c. 8.

Ft45 --  T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 12. 1.

Ft46 --  De Dea Syria.

Ft47 --  Vit. Apollon. l. 2. c. 11.
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Ft48 --  Aristot. de Mundo, c. 6. Apuleius de Mundo.

Ft49 --  Nat. Hist. l. 36. c. 25.

Ft50 --  Deuteronomy 70 Interpret. p. 32.

Ft51 --  Ut supra. (Nat. Hist. l. 36. c. 25.)

Ft52 --  Ctesias in Athenaei Deipnosoph. l. 11.

Ft53 --  Geograph. l. 15. p. 505.

Ft54 --  Universal History, vol. 5. p. 85.

Ft55 --  Vid. Drusium in loc.

Ft56 --  Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 51.

Ft57 --  Cicero. Tusculan. Quaest. l. 5.

Ft58 --  Laert. in Vit. ejus, l. 8. p. 608.

Ft59 --  Semedo’s History of China, par. 1. c. 13.

Ft60 --  Justin c Trogo, l. 41. c. 3.

Ft61 --  Cyropaedia, l. 1. c. 23.

Ft62 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 1.

Ft63 --  Targum in loc. Midrash Esther, fol. 90. 1.

Ft64 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 1.

Ft65 --  In Themistoele.

Ft66 --  Macrob. Saturnal. l. 7. c. 1.

Ft67 --  Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 14, 31. so in Aelian. Var. Hist. l. 1. c. 34.

Ft68 --  lb. (Thalia, sive, l. 3.) c. 84, 118.

Ft69 --  Clio, sive, l. 1. c. 133.

Ft70 --  Strabo. Geograph. l. 15. p. 505. Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. l. 4. c.
11. & l. 5. c. 21.

Ft71 --  Tacitus de Mor. German. c. 22.
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Ft72 --  htw[rl “sodali ejus”, Montanus; “sociae ejus”, Tigurine version,
Drusius, Rambachius.

Ft73 --  Tikkune Zohar, correct. 21. fol. 59. 2.

Ft74 --  Vid. Castel. Lexic. Persic. col. 266.

Ft75 --  Herodot. Calliope, sive, l. 9. c. 107.

Ft76 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 2.

Ft77 --  “Pone seram, cohibe”, etc. Juvenal. Satyr. 6. ver. 346, 347.

Ft78 --  Semedo’s History of China, part 1. ch. 23.

Ft79 --  Vid. Rainold. de Lib. Apocryph. Praelect. 113, 117, 146.

Ft80 --  Chronicon. see. 18. p. 609, 621.

Ft81 --  Castell. Lex. Persic. Latin. col. 329. Vid. Pfeiffer. difficil. Script.
cent. 3. loc. 28.

Ft82 --  Caphtor Uperah, fol. 60. 2.

Ft83 --  T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 44. 1.

Ft84 --  Onomastic. Sacr. p. 621, 622.

Ft85 --  Herodot. Calliope, sive, l. 9. c. 107. 111. & Polymnia, sive, l. 7. c.
61. 114.

Ft86 --  Ut supra. (Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 2.)

Ft87 --  Ibid. (Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 2.)

Ft88 --  Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 69.

Ft89 --  Curt. Hist. l. 3. c. 3.

Ft90 --  Ut supra (Antiqu. l. 11. c.6. sect. 2.)

Ft91 --  Strabo. Geograph. l. 1. p. 504.

Ft92 --  Vid. Paschalium de Coronis, l. 10. c. 8. p. 689.

Ft93 --  Ut supra. (Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 2.)

Ft94 --  Erato, sive, l. 6. c. 59.
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Ft95 --  Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 67.

Ft96 --  Herodot. Euterpe, sive, l. 2. c. 98. Cicero in Verrem, l. 3. Orat. 8.

Ft97 --  In Plat. Alcibiad.

Ft98 --  Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 2, 5, 11, 40.

Ft99 --  Vid. Pignorium de Servis, p. 408, etc. & Popma de Servis, p. 33. &
Alstorph. de Lectis Vet. c. 12.

Ft100 --  Hist. Heb. l. 2. c. 1. p. 72.

Ft101 --  T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 13. 2. Targum prius & Jarchi in loc.

Ft102 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 4.

Ft103 --  Ibid. (Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 4.)

Ft104 --  Plutarch. in Themistocle.

Ft105 --  Ut supra, (Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6.) sect. 5.

Ft106 --  Hist. Sacr. l. 2. p. 78.

Ft107 --  Xenophon, Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 41.

Ft108 --  Vid. Salden. Otia Theolog. l. 3. Exercitat. 1. sec. 4, 5.

Ft109 --  Laert. Prooem. ad Vit. Philosoph. p. 5, 6.

Ft110 --  Herodot. Polymnia, sive, l. 7. c. 136. Justin e Trogo. l. 6. c. 2.
Aelian. Var. Hist. l. 1. 21.

Ft111 --  Plutarch. in Artaxerxe, Valer. Maxim. l. 6. c. 3.

Ft112 --  De Mundo, c. 6.

Ft113 --  Antiqu. Heb. par. 4. c. 12. sect. 1.

Ft114 --  Vid. Macrob. Saturnal l. 1. c. 16. Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. l. 4.
c. 20.

Ft115 --  rmayw “dixerat enim”, Junius & Tremellius, Piscator, Drusius, so
Patrick.

Ft116 --  Apud Philostrat. Vit. Apollon. l. 5. c. 11.
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Ft117 --  Hist. l. 5. c. 4.

Ft118 --  “Romanas antem soliti”, etc. Satyr. 14. ver. 99.

Ft119 --  De Pret. & Ponder. Vet. Num. c. 5.

Ft120 --  Alex. ab. Alex. Genial. Dier. l. 1. c. 26. & l. 2. c. 19.

Ft121 --  µyxrh dyb “in manu cursorum”, Montanus; so the Tigurine
version, Drusius, V. L. Junius & Tremellius, Piscator.

Ft122 --  Xenophon. Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 43.

Ft123 --  Herodot. Urania, sive, l. 8. c. 98.

Ft124 --  So Midrash Esther, fol. 94. 1.

Ft125 --  Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. ----. Urania, sive, l. 8. c. 99.

Ft126 --  Calliope, sive, l. 9. c. 24.

Ft127 --  So Midrash Esther, fol. 94. 3. & Jarchi in Dan. iv. 5.

Ft128 --  Herodot. Clio, sive, l. 1. c. 99.

Ft129 --  Herodot. Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 84.

Ft130 --  ̂kbw “et postea”, Noldius, p. 198. No. 899. so the Targum, kai
tote, Sept. “et tune”, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus; “tum”, Tigurine
version.

Ft131 --  Midrash Esther, fol. 94. 4.

Ft132 --  Vid Reland. Antiqu. Heb. par. 4. c. 13. sect. 5.

Ft133 --  Vid. Paschalium de Coronis, l. 10. c. 11. p. 699.

Ft134 --  Hist. Heb. Jud. l. 2. c. 4.

Ft135 --  Var. Hist. l. 12. c. 1.

Ft136 --  Herodot, Clio, sive, l. 1. c. 136. Strabo. Geograph. l. 15. p. 504.

Ft137 --  Justin e Trogo, l. 18. c. 7. Vid. l. 22. c. 7.

Ft138 --  Vid. Lipsium de Cruce, l. 3. c. 13.

Ft139 --  Suetonius in Galba, c. 9.
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Ft140 --  Urania, sive, l. 8. c. 85.

Ft141 --  Xenophon Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 23.

Ft142 --  Plutarch. in Artaxerxe.

Ft143 --  Herodot. Polymnia, sive, l. 7. c. 15, 16.

Ft144 --  Clio, sive, l. 1. c. 192.

Ft145 --  Geograph. l. 11. p. 365.

Ft146 --  Julian. Opera, par. 1. Orat. 2. p. 94.

Ft147 --  Misn. Sanhedrin, c. 2. sect. 5.

Ft148 --  Brisson. apud Castell. Lexic. col. 4008.

Ft149 --  Alvarez Hist. Ethiop. c. 105. apud ib. col. 3869.

Ft150 --  Paschal. de Coronis, l. 8. c. 5. p. 536.

Ft151 --  De Corona Militis, c. 13.

Ft152 --  Herodot. Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 88.

Ft153 --  Plutarch in Demosthene.

Ft154 --  See more instances in Lively’s Chronology of the Persian
monarchy, p. 18, 19.

Ft155 --  twtçl “ut biberent”, V. L. Tigurine version; “ad bibendum”,
Pagninus, Montanus, Drusius, Vatablus.

Ft156 --  Hist. Sacr. l. 2.

Ft157 --  Alex. ab. Alex. Genial. Dier. l. 3. c. 20.

Ft158 --  rxh “adversitas”, Drusius, De Dieu; “angustia”, Cocc. Lexic. in

rad. hwç.

Ft159 --  wbl walm rça “qui replevit cor suum”, Drusius; “implevit”, De
Dieu.

Ft160 --  “Genibusque suas”, etc. Claudian. de Raptu Proserpin l. 1. ver.
50. & Barthius in ib. Vid. Homer. Iliad. 21. l. 75. Plin. l. 1. Ep. 18.
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Ft161 --  “Caput obnubito”, etc. Ciceron. Orat. 18. “pro Rabirio”, Liv. Hist.
l. 1. p. 15. Curt. Hist. l. 6. c. 11. Vid. Solerium de Pileo, sect. 2. p. 20.
& Lipsii not. in lib. 1. c. 1. de Cruce, p. 203, 204.

Ft162 --  Antiqu. l. 11. c. 6. sect. 11.

Ft163 --  Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. l. 1. c. 26. & l. 2. c. 19.

Ft164 --  Isidor. Origin. l. 12. c. 1. Vid. Strabo Geograph. l. 15. p. 498.

Ft165 --  Bibliothec. l. 19. p. 683.

Ft166 --  Castell. Dictionar. Persic. col. 29. Hottinger. Smegma Oriental l.
1. c. 5. p. 75.

Ft167 --  De Animal. l. 16. c. 9.

Ft168 --  Nat. Hist. l. 8. c. 44.

Ft169 --  Universal History, vol. 5. p. 88.

Ft170 --  Cyropaedia, l. 8. c. 23.

Ft171 --  Hist. l. 3. c. 3. & l. 6. c. 6. Vid. Solerium de Pileo, sect. 9.

Ft172 --  Herodot. Thalia, sive, l. 3. c. 125.

Ft173 --  Ctesias in Persicis, c. 58.

Ft174 --  Lebush, c. 697. Schulchan Aruch, par. 1. c. 697.

Ft175 --  Maimon. Hilchot. Megillah, c. 1. sect. 4. 5. T. Bab. Megillah, fol.
2. 2.

Ft176 --  T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 7. 2. Lebush, par. 1. c. 695. sect. 2.
Schulchan Aruch, par. 1. c. 695. sect. 2.

Ft177 --  Lebush & Schulchan, ib. sect. 4.

Ft178 --  Ib. c. 694. sect. 1. 2.

Ft179 --  Ib. sect. 2. 3.

Ft180 --  T. Hieros. Megillah. fol. 70. 4.

Ft181 --  Lebush & Schulchan, ib. (par. 1.) c. 689. sect. 1.

Ft182 --  Vid. Buxtorf. Synagog. Jud. c. 29. p. 563.
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Ft183 --  Lebush, par. 1. c. 6, 7. sect. 1.

Ft184 --  Lebush & Schulchan, ib. (par. 1.) c. 687. sect. 2.

Ft185 --  Seder Olam Rabba, c. 29. p. 87.

Ft186 --  Lebush & Schulchan, ut supra, (par. 1.) c. 686. sect. 1.

Ft187 --  P. 70. Ed. Hottinger.

Ft188 --  Ib. p. 64.

Ft189 --  Itinerar. p. 96.


