THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE: JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS
CONTENTS

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES INCORPORATING "THE APOSTOLIC LIFE"

VOLUME I.

. ACTSi. 1-9. Page 2

The Beginning of Apostolicity: The Writer of the Records - The Gospel cannot be Hid - Theology
Immeasurable - Be Charitable - Giving Commandments - Christ's Life continued - Same Words, but
not Same Meanings - Grieving the Spirit.

Il. ACTS i. 1-9. Page 13

The Beginning of Apostolicity. {Continued.): Farewell Interviews - Christ taken up - Life Determines
Death - Influence of First Impressions - The Gift of Power - The Holy Ghost lost - No little-minded
Christians - Growing in Grace.

lll. ACTS i. 10-14. Page 22
The Upward Look: Natural Attitudes - Anonymous Influences - Education by Questioning - Looking
Upward - The same Jesus - The Spirit of Obedience - Mechanism broken up - Pray without ceasing.

IV. ACTS i. 1 5-26. Page 32
The Premature Election: Completing the Apostolate - Doing Something - Self-excommunication-
Arminian and Calvinist - Apostolical Qualification - Unanimous Decisions.

V. ACTS ii. 1-21. Page 41
The Outpouring of the Spirit: Opportunities - The Feast of Pentecost - With one Accord - The Divine
Gift - How great Promises are fulfilled - The Gift of Fire.

VI. ACTS ii. 21. Page 52

The Outpouring of the Spirit. {Continued.): Unity in Diversity - Receiving the Holy Ghost - The Need
of Union with Christ- No Mechanical Enthusiasm - Enlarged Conceptions of Things - No
Individuality lost.

VII. ACTS ii. 22-36. Page 61

The Effect of Pentecost upon Peter: Peter's Transfiguration - The personal Effect of Inspiration-
Fulfilment of Prophecy - Peter's Inspiration - An Evangelical Speech - Everything is in the Bible -
Inspiration unlimited.

VIIL ACTS ii. 37-47. Page 70

The Effects of Gospel Preaching: The Double Action of the Spirit - A Sermon full of Scripture- The
Preacher must be inspired - The Gospel and the Heart - Healthy Excitement - Common Prayer and
Common Praise - Larger Meanings needed.

IX. ACTS iii. 1-11. Page 80

Page 1



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

The Lame Man Healed: Quiet Worship- Duty not lessened - Inspiration not lost - Apostolic Practice
- The True Riches - The Strongest Vindication.

X. ACTS iii. 12-26. Page 88
A Greater Miracle: The Miracle of Exposition - The True Primacy - Peter's powerful Appeal - The
Call to Repentance - Vital Blessing.

XI. ACTS iv. 1-30. Page 98
Teaching and Persecution: The Logic of Events - Before the Judges - The full Title of Christ - The
Appeal to Right.

Xll. ACTS iv. 31-37 ; v. 1-11. Page 109
Communism and its Violation: A Mission to the Church - The Need of Reality - Deceivers of the
Lord.

XIll. ACTS V. 12-42. Page 118
Apostolic Audacity: Old-fashioned Religion - Respectable Churchism - True Preaching.

XIV. ACTS vi. 1-8. Page 128
The Election of Deacons: The Power of Prayer - Nothing Secular in the Church -
The Power of Union.

XV. ACTS vi. 9-15. Page 137
The Trial of Stephen: Twofold Character - The Danger of Controversy - The Silent Vindication -
Miracles possible now.

XVI. Acts vii. 1-53. Page 146
The Defence of Stephen: Unconscious Influence - Spiritual History - The Rhetorical Model.

XVII. ACTS vii. 1-53. Page 157
The Defence of Stephen. (Continued.): The Fact of Personal Election - The Mysteries of Providence-
Ancient and Modern Providence.

XVIII. ACTS vii. 54-60. Page 164
The Double Effect of Truth: Contrary Effects - Light Killing and Blessing - Unconscious Intellectual
Vanity - Varieties of Preaching.

XIX. ACTS vii. 54-60. {Continued.) Page 172
The Defence of Stephen: Popular Mis-judgments - Self-inspiration Suspected - Spiritual Vision -
Stephen's long Life.

XX. ACTS viii. 1-8. Page 180
Three Great Figures in the Church:
The Dogmatism of Truth - Two new Graves - In a great Succession.

XXI. ACTS viii. 9-13. Page 188
Simon the Sorcerer: Samaria a Type - Diseased, Possessed, Deluded - The Required Medium.

Page 2



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

XXII. ACTS viii. 14-25. Page 195
The Deputation to Samaria: Change of Experience - True Apostolic Influence - How little Money
can do.

XXIII. ACTS viii. 14-25. Page 203
The Deputation to Samaria. (Continued): Apostolic Temptations - What the Ministry should be -
The Inspiration of Prayer.

XXIV. ACTS viii. 26-40. Page 210
The Ethiopian Convert - A Typical Man: Honest Inquiry - Prepared Hearers - Exultant Faith.

XXV. ACTS ix. 1-22. Page 218
The Conversion of Saul: Conversion of Saul- The Master Miracle- Retribution.

XXVI. ACTS ix. 1-22. (Continued.) Page 234
Saul Self-contrasted: The Work of Conversion - The Source of True Strength - Blinding Spiritual
Vision.

XXVII. ACTS ix. 32-43. Page 241
Summarized Service: Obscure Workers - Subordinate Work for Christ - Power of Prayer.

XXVIII. ACTS x. Page 249
The Conversion of the Gentiles: Dramatic Chapters - One Simon a Tanner - The Invisible Self.

XXIX. ACTS xi. 1-18. Page 259
Enlargement of Ideas: The Keyword of Christianity - Sectarianism Irreligious - Enlargement in two
Directions.

XXX. ACTS xi. 19-30. Page 266
Cleaving unto The Lord: Typical Conversions - The Helpfulness of Encouragement- Called
Christians.

XXXI. ACTS xii. 1-11. Page 275
Peter Delivered: The All-disposing Power - A pitched battle - Coming to Himself.

XXXII. ACTS xii. 12-25. Page 283
Peter's Final Appearance: Consideration - Providence a daily Surprise - Read the Chapter through.

THE DISPENSATION OF THE SPIRIT

XXXIII. PERSONALITY AND MANIFESTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT Page 291
Gift of the Spirit - Appearances Misleading - Portraits of Christ.

XXXIV. THE HISTORIC MOVEMENT TOWARDS SPIRITUALITY Page 299
Development - Spiritual Culmination - Rational Assent.

XXXV. THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE INTERPRETER OF SCRIPTURE Page 306

Page 3



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

Scripture Compared with Scripture - The Interpretation of Scripture - The Spirit of the Whole - Self-
preparation of Preachers - The Interpreter to be prayed for.

XXXVI. THE MINISTRY OF THE COMFORTER Page 318
An Important Question - Christ Spiritually Glorified - The Miracle of Light - Guiding into Truth -
Adventurous Minds - Inspiration of Memory.

XXXVII. THE CONVICTIVE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT Page 330
Conviction of Sin - The Subtlety of Falsehood- The innermost Heart - The moral Basis - Degrees of
Sin - Spiritual Analysis - Universal Conviction.

XXXVIIl. REGENERATION Page 345
The Human Will in Regeneration - The Mystery of Atonement - The Fundamental Change - True
Insight.

VOLUME II.

XXXIX. ACTS iii. 1-13. Page 1
The First Missionary Journey: Union Possible in Worship - The Ministry a Calling - The True
Preacher.

XL. ACTS xiii. 14-41. Page 11
Paul’s First Recorded Speech: The Inspiration of Life - Paul's Consciousness of God - Paul's
Doctrinalism.

XLI. ACTS xiii. 38. Page 21
The Forgiveness of Sin: The Mystery of Forgiveness - Forgiveness a Revelation - Man's Forgiveness
of Man - For Christ's Sake.

XLII. ACTS xiii. 42-52. Page 31
Growth of Apostolic Power: The Worth of Sympathy - Cause and Effect - New Testament Preaching
- Diverse Effects of the Gospel.

XLII. ACTS xiv. 1-7. Page 40
Persecution Turned in to Inspiration: Christianity not a Compromise - Religious Sensationalism-
Heretics in the Church.

XLIV. ACTS xiv. 8-18. Page 49
Apostolic Service and Temptation: The Perceiving Preacher - Self-Knowledge.

XLV. ACTS xiv. 19-28. Page 57
Tribulation Accepted: The Energy of Faith - The Living Sermon - God Working in our Daily Life.

XLVI. ACTS xv. 1-2. Page 65

Page 4



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

The Christian Magna Charta: Controversy - The Question of Baptism - Evil Influence of Priesthood -
Peter's Inconsistency.

ACTS xv. 3-6. Page 74
Working on the Road: Domestic Christian Life- Experimental Preaching - Chosen Vessels.

ACTS xv. 7-11. Page 82
Peter's Speech on Circumcision: A New Language - God's Sovereignty - Training Processes.

ACTS xv. 12. Page 90
Apostolic Testimony: Unsatisfactory Reporting - Value of Christian Missions-Personal Testimony -
Practical Service.

ACTS xv. 13-29. Page 98
The Decision of the Council: Early Church Life- The Pauline Spirit- "Thou Shalt Not" - A Sublime
Epitaph.

ACTS xv. 30-35. Page 108
The True Law of Abolition: The Rite of Circumcision - The Sabbatic Spirit - Human Needs.

ACTS xv. 36-41. Page 117
Separation of Paul and Barnabas: Apostolic Heroism - No Infallibility - Moral Courage.

ACTS xvi. 1-5. Page 125
Incidental Aspects of Apostolic Life: Heart-Wounding Questions - Unequal Marriages - Edification
and Evangelization.

ACTS xvi. 6-12. Page 133
The Supernatural Element in Labour: Ministry of the Spirit - Nearness to God - The Heathen's Cry
for Light.

ACTS xvi. 13-15. Page 141
The Many and the One: The Sabbath for Man - Women and Support of the Church - The Religious
Instinct.

ACTS xvi. 16-24. Page 149
Violent Transitions of Experience: Fallen Spirits- Unconsecrated Gifts- Hypocritical Reformers -
Hard Doctrine.

ACTS xvi. 25-32. Page 158
Disadvantages Made Useful: The Blessing of Persecution - Preaching by Singing - Harmful Revivals.

ACTS xvi. 33-40. Page 167
Christianity Self-lllustrated: Our Yesterdays - Christian Joy - The Supremacy of Paul - Small
Beginnings.

LIX. ACTS xvii. 1-9. Page 177

Page 5



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

Paul's Manner: A New Battle-Field - Doctrinal Preaching - Haters of the Gospel- The Name Jesus -
What Christianity Would Do.

LX. ACTS xvii. 10-15. Page 188
From Thessalonica to Berea: The Continual Battle - Tests of Nobleness - Deep Conviction.

LXI. ACTS xvii. 16-23. Page 196
Paul at Athens: Christianity and Art - Intellectual Inquiry - True Preaching - Better than You Think.

LXII. ACTS xvii. 24-28. Page 206
Paul's Theistic Argument: Paul's Preaching - Paul's Emphasis- The Glory to Come.

LXIIl. ACTS xvii. 29-31. Page 214
Paul's Cumulative Argument: The Upward Argument - A New Responsibility.

LXIV. ACTS xvii. 32-34. Page 221
The Point of Departure: An Adroit Beginning - Congregations Dissolving - Words of One Syllable.

LXV. ACTS xviii. 1-6. Page 229
At Corinth: Procrastination - Evangelical Preaching - The Attractions of the Ministry.

LXVI. ACTS xviii. 7-11. Page 237
Encouragements - Divine and Human: Indifference to Sin - Divine Encouragement - Corinth.

LXVII. ACTS xviii. 12-17. Page 245
Reports of Christian Service: The Press and the Gospel- Faith Greater than Creed - Gallio.

LXVIII. ACTS xviii. 18-23. Page 255
Preparing for Labour: Priscilla- Character-Building- Need of Sympathy.

LXIX. ACTS xviii. 24-28. Page 261
A New Man in the Church: Individuality- The Dangers of Fervency- Ignorance - The Christian's
Inheritance.

LXX. ACTS xix. 1-12. Page 270
Apollos Completed by Paul: Primary Education - Growth in Knowledge - Special Miracles.

LXXI. ACTS xix. 1 3-16. Page 280
Seven Sons of Sceva: Necromancers and Exorcists - Preaching from Personal Experience - Beams
and Motes.

LXXIIl. ACTS xix. 17-20. Page 286
The Sacrificial Fire: Open Confession - Unreserved Renunciation.

LXXIII. ACTS xix. 21-41. Page 293
Old Complaints and New Reproaches: Persecution a Proof of Power - Religious Panics - Things
Unassailable.

Page 6



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

THE PARACLETE.

I. THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT Page 303
Il. THE HUMAN SPIRIT LIMITED BY THE HUMAN BODY Page 310
I1l. THE CULMINATION OF THE GOSPEL Page 317
IV. THE MIRACIES OF THE HOLY GHOST Page 336
V. HOLINESS Page 345

VOLUME Iil.

LXXIV. ACTS xx. 1-6. Page 3
Reading between the Lines: Seeking Old Places - A Friend Immortal - Educated by Thorns.

LXXV. ACTS xx. 7-12. Page 11
Points in Paul's Preaching: Personal Ministries - Unholy Slumbering - The True Preacher.

LXXVL ACTS xx. 13-19. Page 19
Analysis OF Service: Walking in Solitude - A Veteran Speaker - "With Many Tears" - Paul's
Earnestness.

LXXVIL ACTS xx. 20-23. Page 28
The Man and the Doctrine: The Gospel All-inclusive - "Repentance toward God" - Glorifying in
Tribulation.

LXXVIII. ACTS xx. 24-26. Page 37
Paul's Acceptance of Discipline: Bonds and Afflictions - Self-immolation - A Noble Challenge.

LXXIX. ACTS xx. 27-29. Page 44
What Paul Leaves behind: Paul's Primacy - The Church and the Ministry - The Church Progressive.

LXXX. ACTS xx. 30-38. Page 51
The Character in the Charge: The Text - A New Standard - Pathetic Farewells.

LXXXI. ACTS xxi. 1-14. Page 60
The Quiet Interval: Landing Places - Hypocritical Regrets - Righteous Retribution.

LXXXII. ACTS xxi. 15-40. Page 71
The Beginning of the End: Kind Words - Unworthy Compromises - Black-mailers in the Church.

Page 7



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

LXXXIIl. ACTS xxii. 1-2l. Page 81
Personal Experience: Christian Testimony - Christian Defence - An Unanswerable Argument.

LXXXIV. ACTS xxii. 22-30. Page 90
The Point of Secession: Escaping the Past - Points of Divergence - Great-Heartedness.

LXXXV. ACTS xxiii. 1-35. Page 99
Incidental Characteristics: Quiet in Tumult - A New Aspect of Paul - Unholy Alliances - God's Plan.

LXXXVL ACTS xxiii. Page 107
Christian Consciousness the Basis of Christian Argument: Empty Hours - Inner Vision - The Church
Unheroic.

LXXXVII. ACTS xxiv. 1-9. Page 116
Paul Misunderstood: Paul Misunderstood - Paul Impeached - Harmless Epithets.

LXXXVII. ACTS xxiv. 10-25. Page 125
Paul's Inspired Method: Modern Foolishness - Paul's Defence - Righteousness Saves the World.

LXXXIX. ACTS xxiv. 24, 25. Page 134
Paul’s Private Speech: The Monarchy of Holiness - The True Hearer - The Eternal Need.

XC. ACTS xxiv. 26, 27. Page 142
Felix Redivivus: The Present Day - Felix Giving and Taking - The Preacher's Duty - The World's
Hope.

XCI. ACTS xxv. 1-27. Page 153
Christian Epochs: Long-lived Hatred - Opposition and Discipline - Spiritual Culture.

XCII. ACTS xxvi. 1-32. Page 162
Paul before Agrippa: The Unanswerable Answer - Conversion - Secret Sustenance.

XCIIl. ACTS xxvi. 1-32. Page 169
Paul before Agrippa: "Circumstances alter Cases" - Incredible Things - Heavenly Visions - Mad, or
Inspired?

XCIV. ACTS xxvi. 16-18. Page 177
Christian Ministry Defined: The Aim of the Ministry - A Royal Command - A Wondrous Ministry -
Who Wants the Minister.

XCV. ACTS xxvi. 18. Page 185
Vital Ministry: Words of Light - Stolen Livery - Forgiveness.

XCVI. ACTS xxvi. 15-18. Page 192
Christianity Self-Attested: A King's Word - Gospel Miracles - An Unchanging Commission.

XCVII. ACTS xxvii. 1-20. Page201

Page 8



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

The Discipline of Duty: Sovereignty and Humiliation - Courteous Treatment - The Waiting Christian
- Holy Vows.

XCVIII. ACTS xxvii. 20-24. Page 209
The Teachings of Impoverishment: Heeding the Stars - A Dead Angel - Wiseacres' Wisdom.

XCIX. ACTS xxvii. 23-31. Page 217
Paul Professes a Creed: Unknown Benefactors - Religious Rapture - Infantile Psychologists - Divine
Compassion.

C. ACTS xxvii. 20-44. Page 226
The Supreme Value of Life: Angelic Visitants - Great Issues - The Dignity of Life.

Cl. ACTS xxvii. Page 234
Christian Pilotage: The True Statesman - Calm in Storm - Final Triumph.

CIl. ACTS xxuviii. 1-6. Page 242
Unreasoning Conclusions: Noble Salutations - Intuitive Religion - The Serpent Bruised.

CIlIl. ACTS xxxviii. 7-15. Page 251
Five Remarkable Things: Paul and Luke - The Mission of the Poor - A Grateful Response - Human
Friendships.

CIV. ACTS xxviii. 16-29. Page 260
First Impressions of Christianity: The Hope of Israel - The Cross - Final Words.

CV. ACTS xxviii. 30-31. Page 267
Two Years in Rome: Spirit Monitors - The Prisoner Preacher - Pauline Utterances- Contentment in
Adversity.

CVI. ACTS xxviii. 30-31. Page 276
Apostolic Communications: Doctrine and Practice - A Mighty Heart - A Postscript.

CVII. ACTS xxviii. 30-31. Page 285
A Retrospect and a Prospect:

CVIil. AN EPITOME Page 291
CIX. JOHN xiii. 36. NOT NOW BUT AFTERWARD Page 300
CX. PETER'S VIEW OF CHRIST'S PERSONALITY Page 308

Growth of perception - the Complete View

CXI. PETER'S VIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE Page 316
A New Genesis - Unsparing Discipline - Gracious Words.

CXII. 1 COR. xvi. 8-12. THE MIRACLES OF GOD Page 323
What Christianity did for Paul - Eloquent Apollos - The Most Magnanimous of Men.

Page 9



THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE BY JOSEPH PARKER: ACTS

CXIIl. APOSTOLIC CONCEPTIONS OF CHRIST Page 330
The Testimony of Peter's Speeches - The Testimony of Peter's Epistles - The Testimony of Paul.

CXIV. THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT Page 346

Page 10



